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Three positions are open on The Woodlands Township board of directors this term, however, only one position is contested.
Directors John McMullan and Ann Snyder will retain their positions for another two-year term.
CAR O L S T R O M AT T

L AU RA FI L L AU T *

Years in The Woodlands:
20

Years in The Woodlands:
Six

Occupation: commercial real estate
broker/consultant

Occupation: director of operations,
Fireteam Apparel Company

Top priorities: resident education,
incorporation study and planning

Top priorities: transit planning, water
mitigation, incorporation study

CAROLFORTOWNSHIP@GMAIL.COM

832-671-3002 • LAURAKFILLAULT@YAHOO.COM

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO RUN FOR THE TOWNSHIP POSITION?
STROMATT: It is my love and dedication to my community and my neighbors. I have done that for the
whole 20 years I’ve been in The Woodlands. I had been
giving some thought to running before, and then some
friends encouraged me to file. I love The Woodlands and
consider myself a public servant, so I figured I’d offer a
choice and a voice.

FILLAUT: Being on the board, the very first year is really
learning how everything works. I don’t think that benefits the community in the long run to have constant
turnover, so I would like to offer my experience one more
term to keep some continuity on the board. It’s an offer
for continuity to continue serving the public better educated than I was this first term.

AS THE AREA REACHES BUILD-OUT, WHAT ISSUES DO YOU FORESEE IN FUTURE GROWTH?
STROMATT: As the township reaches build-out, the
question facing us is how do we sustain what we have?
I think we have to consider maintenance of our infrastructure. Then I would say focus on flood control. The
township has no authority to modify the current flood
control standards, however, the township can negotiate
with surrounding communities and counties to advocate
for the creation of a regional flood control authority.

FILLAUT: Residential building in The Woodlands is almost
done. Normally, in our budget we get what I call “magic
money” that comes in from new builds. Where we were
having thousands before, now we’re having very low hundreds, and so we’re not getting that additional property tax
revenue. This next budget cycle, the township is going to
make sure we are spending our money as wisely as possible
to keep from having to raise taxes.

WHAT IS ONE OF THE BIGGEST CHALLENGES RESIDENTS OF THE WOODLANDS FACE?
STROMATT: I believe that looking long term, 2015-2057,
we need to influence the township to make the best decisions to prevent the city of Houston’s efforts to annex The
Woodlands. The type of nightmares that would present
for us—it would be like being a fish in a smaller pond to
being a little fish in an outrageously large pond. I would
use my strategic planning experience and look for the
best possible operational plans that we can use to accomplish our strategic plan, and that would be in determining
whether to incorporate.

FILLAUT: Frankly, I think the biggest challenge we’re
all facing right now is while the economy seems to be
on an uptick nationally—and I feel it in my own personal
budget—I still have to kind of tighten the belt a little bit.
We’re experiencing that across the community. The
challenge for the township is there’s very little we can
do to address that other than spending money wisely
and working as hard as we can to keep our tax rate low.
The best thing the township can do as an organization is
continue to save money for the future.

P OLLI N G LOCATI ON S
Registered voters in Harris and Montgomery counties can
cast their ballot at any vote center within their respective
county during early voting and on Election Day. For a
complete list of polling locations organized by precinct, visit
www.harrisvotes.com and www.mctx.org/election.

HARRIS COUNTY
0955-Creekside Forest Elementary School
5949 Creekside Forest Drive, The Woodlands

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
3-The Woodlands High School 9th Grade Campus
10010 Branch Crossing Drive, The Woodlands
24-Oak Ridge Senior High School
27330 Oak Ridge School Road, Oak Ridge North
32-Wilkerson Intermediate School
12312 Sawmill Road, The Woodlands
33-South County Community Building
2235 Lake Robbins Drive, The Woodlands
49-David Elementary School
5301 Shadowbend Place, The Woodlands
56-The Woodlands Emergency Training Center
16135 I-45 S., The Woodlands
58-Lone Star College System
5000 Research Forest Drive, The Woodlands
69-Barbara Bush Elementary School
7420 Crownridge Drive, The Woodlands
75-Windsor Hills Homeowners’ Association Club House
1 E. Windsor Hill Circle, The Woodlands
78-Galatas Elementary School
9001 Cochrans Crossing Drive, The Woodlands
79-Glen Loch Elementary School
27505 Glen Loch Drive, The Woodlands
80-Imperial Oaks Neighborhood Center
31120 Imperial Oaks Drive, Spring
87-Birnham Woods Elementary School
32250 Birnham Woods Drive, Spring
SOURCES: HARRIS COUNTY, MONTGOMERY COUNTY/
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

EAR LY VOTI N G
For Harris County polling locations, visit www.harrisvotes.com.
For Montgomery County polling locations, visit www.mctx.org.

VOTE R I D R E Q U I R E D
Under Senate Bill 14, which was passed by the
Texas Legislature in 2011 but did not take effect
until a decision by the U.S. Supreme Court on June
25, 2013, voters must present one of the following
forms of ID to vote:

• U.S. citizenship certificate containing the cardholder’s photograph

• Texas driver’s license issued by the Texas Department
of Public Safety

• Student ID

• Texas Election Identification Certificate issued by DPS
• Texas personal ID card issued by DPS
• Texas concealed handgun license issued by DPS

• U.S. passport
The following forms of ID will not be accepted:

Voters who do not have a valid form of ID can apply
for an Election Identification Certificate at no cost
at any driver’s license office. The EIC is valid for six
years, but any EIC issued to a voter older than age 70
has no expiration date. Details on how to apply for an
EIC are available on the DPS website,
www.txdps.state.tx.us/driverlicense/electionid.htm.

• Utility bills
• ID cards issued by employers
• Any ID, other than U.S. citizenship certification, more
than 60 days expired

• U.S. military ID card containing the cardholder’s
photograph
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I M P O RTAN T DATE S
Last day to register to vote: OCT. 10
First day of early voting: OCT. 23

INSIDE INFO

Last day of early voting: NOV. 3
Election Day: NOV. 7
COMPILED BY ZAC EZZONE

STATE C ON S T IT UT I ONA L A M E N D M E NTS
Texas voters can vote for or against seven amendments to the state’s
constitution Nov. 7.
SOURCES: TEXAS SECRETARY OF STATE OFFICE’S WEBSITE, HOUSE RESEARCH ORGANIZATION / COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

PROPOSITION 1
House Joint Resolution 21
The ballot reads: “The constitutional
amendment authorizing the Legislature to
provide for an exemption from ad valorem
taxation of part of the market value of
the residence homestead of a partially
disabled veteran or the surviving spouse of
a partially disabled veteran if the residence
homestead was donated to the disabled
veteran by a charitable organization
for less than the market value of the
residence homestead and harmonizing
certain related provisions of the Texas
Constitution.”
What it means: This amendment would
provide property tax exemptions on homes
that were donated to partially disabled
veterans—or their surviving spouses—for
less than their market values. Currently
the Texas Constitution already authorizes
property tax exemptions for homes that
were donated to partially disabled veterans
at no cost to the recipients.

PROPOSITION 2
Senate Joint Resolution 60
The ballot reads: “The constitutional
amendment to establish a lower amount
for expenses that can be charged to a
borrower and removing certain financing
expense limitations for a home equity loan,
establishing certain authorized lenders
to make a home equity loan, changing

certain options for the refinancing of home
equity loans, changing the threshold for an
advance of a home equity line of credit, and
allowing home equity loans on agricultural
homesteads.”
What it means: This amendment would
lower the cap on fees charged to borrowers
when establishing a home equity loan from
3 percent to 2 percent of the principal of
the loan. It would also allow home equity
loans to be refinanced as non-home equity
loans and would expand the list of entities
that may administer home equity loans
to include savings banks, credit unions,
subsidiaries of banks, and savings and loan
associations.

PROPOSITION 3
SJR 34
The ballot reads: “The constitutional
amendment limiting the service of certain
officeholders appointed by the governor
and confirmed by the Senate after the
expiration of the person's term of office.”
What it means: Currently, according
to the Texas Constitution, unsalaried
officials on state boards and commissions
must continue to perform their offices’
duties after their terms have expired until
successors are ready. This amendment
would relieve officials of their positions
at the end of the next regular legislative
session if a replacement is not prepared
beforehand.

PROPOSITION 4
SJR 6

PROPOSITION 6
SJR 1

The ballot reads: “The constitutional
amendment authorizing the Legislature
to require a court to provide notice to the
attorney general of a challenge to the
constitutionality of a state statute and
authorizing the Legislature to prescribe
a waiting period before the court may
enter a judgment holding the statute
unconstitutional.”

The ballot reads: “The constitutional
amendment authorizing the Legislature to
provide for an exemption from ad valorem
taxation of all or part of the market value of
the residence homestead of the surviving
spouse of a first responder who is killed or
fatally injured in the line of duty.”

What it means: This amendment would
require courts to notify the attorney
general of any constitutional challenges
to state laws. It also establishes a 45-day
period after notifying the attorney general,
during which the court cannot judge the
contested statute as unconstitutional.

PROPOSITION 5
HJR 100
The ballot reads: “The constitutional
amendment on professional sports
team charitable foundations conducting
charitable raffles.”
What it means: This amendment would
expand the number of professional
sports team-based foundations able to
hold charitable raffles. The list of eligible
foundations would now include teams
from the Women’s National Basketball
Association, Minor League Baseball and
United Soccer League.

What it means: This amendment
would give partial or total property tax
exemptions to the surviving spouse of a
first responder who was killed in the line
of duty. Currently the Texas Constitution
provides a property tax exemption for
the surviving spouse of a member of the
U.S. armed forces who was killed in action
but not for law-enforcement officials,
firefighters, emergency services personnel
or other first responders.

PROPOSITION 7
HJR 37
The ballot reads: “The constitutional
amendment relating to legislative authority
to permit credit unions and other financial
institutions to award prizes by lot to
promote savings.”
What it means: This amendment
would allow credit unions, banks and
other financial institutions to conduct
promotional activities—such as raffles—to
encourage savings.

FOR COMPLETE ELECTION COVERAGE, GO TO COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/VOTE.
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